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More 1945 Hurricane Stats

 Radius of hurricane winds 60 miles NE and 
30 miles SW

 Surge of 10.7 feet on Biscayne Bay at 
Miami. Widespread bay coastal flooding. 
Only 4.5 feet on Miami Beach oceanfront.

 Damage $60,000,000 – most of it in Dade 
County.

 Four deaths and 43 injuries in Florida

 1,632 houses destroyed and over 5,000 
damaged



Courtesy: NOAA Archives



Destructive Decade



1940s: Destructive Decade

 Seven major hurricanes in Florida between 

1944-1950 (11 hurricanes overall in that 

same period).



Richmond Naval Air Station

 Commissioned on Sep 15, 1942, exactly 

three years before hurricane.

 NAS Richmond largest blimp base on East  

coast. 

 Used to defend from German torpedo 

attacks off Florida coast during WWII.



Richmond Naval Air 

Station



NAS Richmond Hangars

 183 feet high and 1,086 feet long.

 Wood construction with poured concrete 
pillars and iron doors. Built to withstand 120 
mph winds.

 137 officers and 830 enlisted men stationed 
to weather the storm.

 391 aircraft and 100 automobiles at base 
during storm.

 Data courtesy of Naval Aviation News, 
May/June 1996.



NAS Richmond Hangars

 Total destruction of three blimp hangars.

 Roof damage was occurring when fire 

started.

 Extensive survey by structural engineers of 

damage to hangars established similar wind 

speeds to those estimated at Homestead 

(150 mph gusts).



Photo Credits

 Past and present photos shown in next 

several slides courtesy of Abandoned & 

Little Known Airfields: http://www.airfields-

freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_Miami_S.htm











NAS Richmond After Hurricane

 Base closed down, eventually became site 

of CIA Cuba operations in the 1960s. 

 Current site of Gold Coast Railroad Museum 

near Miami Metrozoo.









What if 1945 Richmond Hurricane 

Struck Today?



Courtesy International Hurricane Research Center





Damage Estimates

 Normalized damages plus insured losses: 

$40 billion (#10 all-time) according to AIR 

Worldwide Corp. research and modeling.

 Hurricane Andrew struck same general area 

in 1992.

 Huge population increase in past 5-10 

years.


